

Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund Board Meeting
Meeting Minutes for Friday, July 11, 2025

Present in-Person: Georgie Scurfield, Camas Holder; Sara Morgan, David Hansen, Jillian Chance
Present Virtually: Claire Bazata 
Excused: Deacon Don Blackbird 
Guests: Chris Siefken (DHHS), Kathy Stokes and Brenda Weyers (NCFF)
Minutes

Georgie called the meeting to order at 9:36 a.m. and asked for any corrections to the April 14, 2025 minutes. Sara said the “infant mental health nurse” on page three should be changed to “maternal infant health nurse.” Camas motioned to approve the minutes with this change and Jill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Board Member Terms

Camas directed the board to information on past and current board member terms on a 2024 document from the Governor’s office and a July 2025 update from our records. DHHS met with Maureen Larson with the Governor’s office in June and learned the Governor is ready to fill open seats. A public notice of current vacancies was posted. They would like recruitment of and recommendations on applicants.  The DHHS CEO will make the official recommendations.  Among the applicants that Camas, Georgie, Dave, and Kathy interviewed two years ago, Georgie has heard that Kati Cordts and Julie Kalkowski are still interested.  She will ask them to reapply. Camas has learned that Jamalia Jones is no longer interested.  Georgie and Kathy will try to follow up with Chad Mares and Ishma Valenti. We can ask Pat Selk about any other applications sent directly to the Governor’s office. Jill, Dave, and Claire will check with potential applicants and Kathy will email the link they can use to apply. Board members should ask interested applicants to also send their applications to Camas, Georgie, and Kathy. The board will want to fill open seats by District and by candidates experience, e.g., legal, business, faith-based, etc. Claire will apply for a second term.  
Budget Report and Contracts Update 
Camas and Chris confirmed the accuracy of the 2024-2025 budget spreadsheet and noted that expenditures are normal for this point in the year. Kathy said that several fourth quarter invoices not yet included on this update show full expenditures, particularly the public awareness grants. On the other hand, the allocation to Growing Community Connections will be underspent as they decided to stop work after the first quarter of their grant.  
Camas reported that all 2025-2026 allocations approved by the board so far have been approved and effectuated by DHHS.
Program Report 
Kathy noted a few minor changes need to be made to the 2023-2024 Annual Report and the board approved. The DHHS Public Information Office and CEO will review and approve or request additional changes before the report is posted on the legislative website. NCFF will print and distribute copies to the Governor, senators, DHHS CFS and Public Health Directors, and others. 
Board members reviewed the Quarterly Progress Reports from Program Grantees through the last quarter (January-March 2025). 
.  

Public Awareness Report 
Brenda reviewed highlights of the 2025 Public Awareness Report.  These included an April Child Abuse Prevention Month media release by DHHS and proclamation by the Governor, Wear Blue Day participation, an updated toolkit with social media copy, share graphics and other resources. Paid advertising included radio and streaming audio spots for about two months (including a Spanish-language version) that aired over 53 stations, and digital ads in English and Spanish through Meta and Google—all of which led to a 437% increase in website traffic to Bring Up Nebraska over the previous three months.  Twenty-one Community Collaboratives ordered 6,667 items and 6,000 pinwheels for local activities and events. 

Annual Allocation Plan for 2025-2026 
Georgie and Camas referred to the Allocation Plan that is still being developed for the current fiscal year. Remaining allocations may focus on public awareness and one Community Response/Central Navigation site. 
Moxie16. Brenda and Kathy summarized the brief history of work with Makayla at Moxie 16 which included meetings, sharing a large amount of information and materials, and a meeting with the new Bring Up Nebraska Strategic Marketing and Communications Committee that includes Collaborative Coordinators. The proposal is for a $125,000 public awareness campaign primarily for the general public and that includes strategies with state champions, pledges, and PSAs.  Board members discussed the proposal.  Brenda said Bring Up Nebraska and child abuse prevention are complex and difficult to understand. Kathy and Brenda asked if the board would like us to meet with Makayla about changes. Georgie motioned to decline the proposal and to end work with Moxie16 at this time. Dave seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
Learfield.  Brenda reminded the Board of the $40,000 minimum that Learfield recommends for radio and digital ads and that some ads are donated. We can explore options to target community decision makers and partners. 
Abante. Kathy summarized past allocations of $15,000-$30,00 made to Abante to administer an online Prevention Store. This year, participating community collaboratives were able to order products to promote their work with the approximate value of $1,800 per collaborative. 

     
    
Other Public Awareness. Brief discussion followed on ideas for public awareness investments to help community decision makers and new partners to know and support the collaboratives. 

Central Navigation. The North Central Public Health Department will be the new fiscal agent for an expanded community collaborative area that will include Holt, Boyd, Cherry, and three other counties.  NCFF is working with the Holt and Valentine collaboratives to support this development. The Board provided pre-approval for the North Central Public Health Department to submit an application as the fiscal agent to continue the Central Navigation work that was previously begun by the Valentine collaborative and supported by the NCAPF Board. 




      





Board Development   

Public Health and Children and Family Services

Sara provided an update on the Family Connects program that will begin in Douglas County in late August. Family Connects is a free home visiting program designed to support families with newborns. It aims to empower families during the critical early months of their child's life, addressing physical health, emotional well-being, and social determinants of health. It offers essential services, including:

· Up to three in-home nurse visits during the postpartum period to ensure families have necessary support. 
· Assistance with breastfeeding, childbirth education, and connecting families to community resources. 
Eligibility includes living in Douglas County and delivering at pilot facilities. More information can be found at the Douglas County Visiting Nurse Association website. 

 Public Health is also partnering with Children and Family Services for the Safe Sleep program. Camas noted unsafe sleep with infants is a concern.  
The Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department is another Family Connects site and is reviewing infant mortality with a focus on prevention. 
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Friday, November 14th.  

