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Nebraska Growing Readers receives CLSD grant from the Nebraska Department of Education to continue NGR early literacy efforts

LINCOLN, NE—Nebraska Growing Readers (NGR), a community-based family literacy program, will continue beyond its successful pilot program thanks to a $440,000 Comprehensive Literacy State Development (CLSD) grant from the Nebraska Department of Education.

With this funding, NGR will boost book access and foster interactive, intergenerational literacy activities for families with young children in Crete, Kearney, Schuyler, Scottsbluff, and Walthill. NGR will partner with local school districts, child care providers, the Sixpence Early Learning Fund, and other community groups. The program will not only distribute age-appropriate books but also offer support to help families read together more often and turn our state’s youngest learners into lifelong readers. Writer’s workshops will be held in each community to help local authors create new children’s books.

Books will be distributed through:
· Child care providers, who will give books to families
· Preschool programs, which will send books home with students
· Sixpence, for its program participants
· Community Book Gardens, where anyone can pick up free children's books
· A Digital Library with over 600 children’s books in up to 50 languages, 
including Nebraska-authored titles
“We’re grateful for this investment in Nebraska’s youngest learners,” said Dr. Joshua Cramer, Senior Vice President at Nebraska Children and Families Foundation. “We saw from the NGR pilot, that this program not only increased book access for families, but also reading frequency and early literacy and language development in the children who participated. We’re excited to continue this effort at putting our children on a path to succeed in school and beyond.”

NGR, which began in October 2023, is a partnership between Nebraska Children and Families Foundation, Unite for Literacy, and the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE). Using an initial $2 million commitment from NDE, the program distributed an impressive 886,063 books to 37,872 children aged three to five across Nebraska during its pilot year. 


About Nebraska Growing Readers:
The Nebraska Growing Readers (NGR) is a statewide initiative focused on enhancing reading behaviors and literacy development in young children before they enter school. By distributing books directly to children and through participating organizations, the program aims to create a more book-rich environment and encourage early reading habits. For more information, visit the Nebraska Growing Readers website.
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