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Nebraska Children and Families Foundation’s Dr. Alison O’Toole 
completes White-Riley-Peterson’s Afterschool Policy Fellowship
The Vice President of Nebraska Children’s Beyond School Bells joins a national class of colleagues 
who are playing pivotal roles in establishing state funding mechanisms, state funding streams, 
and state priorities to support expanded learning and afterschool.

LINCOLN, NE — Dr. Alison O’Toole of Nebraska Children and Families Foundation’s Beyond School Bells initiative has completed the 10-month White-Riley-Peterson Afterschool Policy Fellowship (WRP) hosted by the Riley Institute at Furman University in partnership with the Charles S. Mott Foundation. 
The cohort-based fellowship is built around a curriculum grounded in deep discussion and led by policy changemakers. The fellows work closely with afterschool networks and network leads in order to build capacity, ensure statewide connectivity, and assist in advancing the public interest policy agenda of the network. 
As part of the experience, fellows develop and implement afterschool-related policy projects in their home states that support expanded learning opportunities for children across the country. Over the course of the fellowship, Dr. O’Toole helped strengthen Nebraska's youth policy infrastructure by strengthening cross-sector partnerships, aligning afterschool initiatives with statewide literacy and workforce priorities, and helping launch a statewide coalition to advance sustainable investments in youth development. 
Ultimately, the WRP Fellowship aims to ensure that every student nationwide has the opportunity to engage in high-quality afterschool and summer learning programs and highlights the essential role of cross-sector partnerships at the national, state, and local levels.
“The WRP Fellowship gave me the space and support to think strategically about where Beyond School Bells sits within Nebraska's broader youth development landscape; not just as a network supporting afterschool programs, but as a policy actor, a collective impact partner, and a connector of systems that too often operate in isolation,” said Dr. O’Toole.
For more information about WRP, visit https://www.furman.edu/riley/public-education/afterschool-expanded-learning/white-riley-peterson-afterschool-policy-fellowship
###
About the Riley Institute at Furman University 
The Riley Institute empowers emerging and established leaders—across sectors and throughout society—with the knowledge and tools to advance equity and drive social and economic progress in South Carolina and beyond. We work to strengthen public education; promote the power of diversity to help teams, organizations, and communities thrive; and elevate informed, evidence-based approaches to critical public issues. In all it does, the institute is committed to nonpartisanship and a bias-free path to change. Learn more at furman.edu/riley.
About Nebraska Children
For nearly 30 years, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation has partnered with communities and other organizations to create a statewide well-being system that strengthens families, supports unconnected young people, creates learning opportunities for Nebraska’s future workforce, and empowers parents to raise healthy children. To learn more about our work, visit www.NebraskaChildren.org.
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