CN Partners Call 5.13.21


Chat Box: 
Introduce yourself
Questions/Answers throughout the call
 
Agenda:
 

· Information Sharing and Updates from Last Meeting (35 mins total) 
· Nebraska COVID Response to Children’s Bureau Funding 
· Housing Follow-Up   


· Large Group Playbook Priority Conversation
· Introduction and Review of Previous Conversations 
     
· Connectivity  (10 minutes)
· Communication and Translation Work Group – Anne Herman
· Since March 2020, has there been an improvement access and availability to devices and connectivity for students, youth, and families? Are any of these individuals receiving equipment (SIM cards, modems, routers, etc) from local schools or other partners (hospitals, congregate care settings, etc)? If no improvement, how are folks making do with what they have?
· Community Examples and Stories – Buffalo County Community Partners, Growing Community Connections
· All Share in Chat Box:
· Are there resources, such as local libraries, that are offering hot spots to school kids and other community members?  access to high-speed internet?  Are they being utilized?" Are hospitals or supports providing devices or access to connectivity?
· Who else absolutely needs access to devices and the internet but doesn't currently have it?  How are they making it work currently?
· Are businesses, such as childcare providers, able to access internet resources? If not, why?  How have they been impacted by this?

· Immigrant Families and Non-English Speaking Resources and Needs (10 minutes)
· Immigrant Families Task Force – Leonor Fuhrer
· Needs and barriers identified through statewide bi-lingual Spanish speaking Central Navigation line
· Trends in bi-lingual translation and interpretation services
· Community Sharing, All Share in Chat Box
· Training Needs for local workforce
· Barriers/gaps for non-English speaking families
· Increased capacity for translation/interpretation/outreach services

· COVID 19 Vaccines (5 minutes)
· All Share in Chat Box
· What barriers exist for individuals to access the COVID 19 vaccine? Are you interested in providing incentives?
· What types of incentives have you provided or are interested in providing?
· What specific outreach is happening on vaccines? 
· How effective is the Do Right Right Now campaign in your area? What are the barriers, if any?
· How many buttons would you like for your community?

· Small Group Playbook Priority Conversations (15 mins) 
· Break Out Session De-Brief
· What did you take away from this conversation as most important? What was missing from the large group conversation?
· What needs to be funded and supported – continued efforts, new efforts?
· What can we support now that will help with the long-haul impact of this pandemic?

· Mindfulness – Joanna Murray (15 mins)

Notes:

Mary Pinker Intro & Intos in chat

Emily Kluver: 

 Kinship Navigator Program provides states for more additional funding through Sep 30, 2021.  NE is piloting: Kin-Tech in partnership with NCHS & LFS.  If you are in these areas, please reach out.  Population focus: Children being cared for by kin outside of the system.  *We know there a lot of children being cared for by family that the child welfare system isn’t aware of, so this will help them.

Promoting Safe and Stable Families Funding Stream: We received additional 300k funding for unmet service needs families are experiencing. **Must be obligated by Sep 2022 and spent by December 2022.

Child Care: Reference slide notes (there is a lot of information).  Received 3 rounds of COVID relief funds 20m, 59m, 143m (stabilization) & 89m (discretionary).  The 143 will be made available in the future.  
Draft of Plan will be posted tomorrow and then a public hearing will happen afterward.

Chat Question on PSSF funds:  Are PSSF funds limited to COVID impacted families.  
Emily will follow-up.


Housing
Suzanne Shore:
I know there have been communities that have had clinics, I want feedback from people who have done that.  Give advice to other communities.  You can  always get ahold of me at the Governors Office: firstlady@nebraska.net    We want to be a part of the solution, please put all of these items in chat.

Knows self-attestation is what is being asked for, but this likely will NOT happen statewide due to fraud worries.

Alex Labenz Update: UNL Extension
Tribal affiliation barrier:  John spoke with Deloit and it is NOT an issue any longer. Tribal affiliation should no longer be an issue.  There is a lot of stress from landlords on the length of time it is taking to get paid.  Landlord Clinics: Legal wants to partner with this effort. 50 minutes per person is the length of time it takes to get through, so having other services available will help alleviate the loss of applicants due to the time it takes.  
Kayla: should I appeal the denial of my rejected tribal member?  Alex: we will work online after the call.

Chandra: We had an open-house. The one-to-one helping people walk through the application. It is difficult for one person to help several people, so I suggest having one-to-one help sessions.  

Brady: One thing that helped us, was a pre-registration form to help us trouble-shoot before the meetings.  We had a scanner that was able to email the scanned documents to participants.

Jenny Skala:  I want to make sure that you know what you are seeing with Landlord support?. Randy McCoy, will you go over this?

Randy McCoy:  Damage Mitigation Fund, Lease-signing, etc.  The goal is a landlord community database.  Also working on concierge service for landlords: ex: If I’m a landlord and I’m having an issue, I can call a general number and let them know what is going on.

Alex L.: We will know soon whether or not we will be able to target mortgage assistance for rural areas in the State soon. It is coming.


Anne Herman:
Communication and Translation Workgroup Update:
Initially we tried to work through a lot of areas, but focused in on three primary goals:
· Everything across our state is provided in all languages
· Connect using different approaches (not just online)
· Help address the communication resource issues

Primary Needs:
· Internet access
· Phones (lack of)
· Working devices
· Technology help

Give us anything new you’ve seen emerge:
· Have there been any improvement?
· ?

Solution Efforts Under Way
· Digital equity and learning
· Devices:
· How are these needs being summarized?
· Who has received them?
· Connectivity
· Other Solution Efforts Underway
· Devices and infrastructure
· Rural broadband taskforce
· Refurbished devices
· E-rate Funding: HR1319
· Present and Advanced funding sources:
· LB388
· GEER Funds
· ESSER 1 Funds
· ESSER 2 Funds
· American Rescue Plan
· EANS (Emergency Assistance for Non-public Schools)
· Examples of Progress in Local Communities: there are some local communities who have had success.
· Buffalo County Comm. Partners
· Growing Community Connections

Leonor Fuhrer: Bullet points around the conversation posted by Mary: 

· Immigrant Families and Non-English speaking needs: Community Sharing, All Share in Chat Box
· Training Needs for local workforce
· Barriers/gaps for non-English speaking families
· Increased capacity for translation/interpretation/outreach services

Needs and trends through the Spanish speaking hotline:	
· Housing
· Food
· Mental Health and Legal Assistance
· Working with translators (building trust between the translator, interpreters, mental health, etc.
· Programs to train and certify bilingual community health workers
· Opportunity: training
· Needs to have someone available to apply for assistance
· COVID related needs: information so that an informed decision can be made
· Needed help to type in information into computer for COVID vaccine and ERA applications
Barriers:
· Trust
· Eligibility (legal status)
· Access to translators
· When providers don’t hire bilingual staff, but only use them when they need them, we are missing an opportunity.  Really want to wrap head around solutions here.

Linsey Bartlett:  Working and funding early childhood to support licensing for non-english speaking providers.  These children are coming into our schools regardless… it starts in those early care years. 

Mariana Schell:  I know about the funding but do not believe everyone knows about it.  We can duplicate what Lincoln is doing so that families know and understand the resources available for them.  

Jenny Skala: Do Right, Right Now campaign.  We are going to be sending out a survey asking three questions. We are distributing button, let us know if you need them.  We want to know what outreach you are doing.

Dee Dancer: Incentives. An idea is working with Barber and Beauty shops. Incentivize haircuts or braids for children.  In order to do that we want to try to incentivize barbers and beauticians to help us get information out

Update on Consolidated Appropriation At and how it effects youth:
Provides flexibility in expanding ages to young adults up to the 27th Birthday. Added additional dollars for those who are attending college.  Also gives children who are aging out of foster-care an option to stay in care, or exit. Still working on comprehensive plan on how the funding will roll out.  We will make sure we are communicating the plans.

Suzanne Shore:  Denise shared the link for Motherboard (organization who refurbishes devices).  You can work with businesses to pick up devices they don’t use anymore.


Group Chat Breakout sessions: 5 minutes

Will take the final 10 minutes to mindfulness with Gay McTate & Joanna Murray:  Link to guided meditation called Leaves in a Stream.  Invite you to join the Family Wellness Group, working very hard to be supportive of us and the families we work with.  Pick one of your senses that you may not be using as frequently as your sight.  Give yourself a few minutes a day to pay attention to what you are hearing or smelling… not to make a judgement but just to let yourself use those senses and a very real and focused way.
Joanna, this does not require you to take an hour of your day… just find 10 minutes. Video asks you to diffuse your thoughts.


Mary: Giving you 4 minutes back, meeting end!
