Assessment of Prevention System: Overview
DEFINITION of Primary Prevention System: 
The array of services which is available within the community to enhance Child Well-Being through individuals, coalitions, agencies and organizations which make up the infrastructure that supports prevention efforts.  
PURPOSE
The Prevention System Assessment assists community coalitions in identifying the partners and assessing the overall prevention system functions of inter-related efforts toward Child Well-Being.  
COMPONENTS

There are four components which in the assessment of Prevention Systems: 
· Develop a written narrative which describes the Prevention System

· Conduct  a Service Array Assessment of the Child Well-Being Prevention System 

· Assess  Prevention System Collaborative Activities 

· Assess Prevention System Enhancement Policies and Practices
These assessments reflect the developmental process of Prevention Systems.  For example a newly forming Prevention System, one in which a local coalition or collaboration is just forming, may begin by developing a written description of the Prevention System.  It is highly possible that the Description of the Prevention System may therefore include services or entities which are not active partners in the collaborative efforts but none the less have an impact on child well-being. 

The Service Array Assessment adds further definition to the description of the Prevention System and provides a process for determining future priorities for the community in developing resources which support protective factors and child well-being. 
From Service Array or as opportunities arise the Prevention System then determines priority areas to address through collaborative activities. These efforts are undertaken collaboratively even if the actual programs or services are implemented through one or more partner agencies/entities. A well developed Prevention System may have a lengthy list of these activities.  This list is extremely useful in demonstrating the impact of working as a system, or collaboration toward common outcomes. 
Often as part of either the Service Array assessment or collaborative activities, policies and practices are identified which, if implemented as a system improve effectiveness, efficiency and outcomes for the system as a whole or key components of the system.  A high degree of trust and communication is often required to implement these systemic changes. 
The Prevention System collaborative activities and system enhancement policies and practices are interrelated with community coalition capacity assessment.  These items are assessed within the Prevention System because: 
· There is a direct impact on Child Well-Being Indicators and Outcomes.

· In order to sustain Prevention Systems collaborative behaviors and actions must become part of the community culture rather than focused within an entity.  

· Further, it is not unusual for institutions, including collaborative entities, to change over time either due to change in need or from new opportunities.  The Prevention System however continues to evolve despite these changes. 

While a new coalition may not necessarily complete all four assessments it is useful to become acquainted with the components of each in order to guide planning and development efforts. 
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