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43-1901. Legislative findings.

The Legislature hereby finds that the large number of confirmed cases of child abuse and neglect places an enormous
burden upon the citizens and government of Nebraska because victimized and maltreated children often bear the scars of
abuse and neglect for many years and even throughout their lives. The Legislature recognizes that siblings, parents, and entire
families suffer from the disruption and turmoil which accompany incidents of child abuse and neglect.

The Legislature further recognizes that the taxpaying public labors under the heavy economic burden of paying for the
destructive effects of child abuse including subsequent juvenile delinquency, educational problems, adult criminal activity,
mental illness, and poor parenting behavior.

The Legislature further recognizes that child abuse and neglect is a problem that should be approached through
prevention efforts and that society presently possesses the ability to prevent many of these problems before the suffering and
social costs begin to mount.

It is the expressed intent of sections 43-1901 to 43-1906 to make the prevention of child abuse and neglect a priority of
this state and to establish the Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund as a means to that end.

Source: Laws 1986, LB 333, § 1.
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43-1902. Terms, defined.
As used in sections 43-1901 to 43-1906, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) Board means the Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund Board;
(2) Department means the Department of Health and Human Services; and

(3) Fund means the Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund.

Source: Laws 1986, LB 333, § 2; Laws 1996, LB 1044, § 206; Laws 2007, LB296, §
132.
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43-1903. Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund Board; created; members; terms; vacancies; officers; expenses;
removal.

(1) There is hereby created within the department the Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund Board which shall be
composed of nine members as follows: Two representatives of the Department of Health and Human Services appointed by
the chief executive officer and seven members to be appointed by the Governor with the approval of the Legislature. The
Govemor shall appoint two members from each of the three congressional districts and one member from the state at large.
As a group, the appointed board members (a) shall demonstrate knowledge in the area of child abuse and neglect prevention,
(b) shall be representative of the demographic composition of this state, and (c) to the extent practicable, shall be
representative of all of the following categories (i) the business community, (ii) the religious community, (iii) the legal
community, (iv) professional providers of child abuse and neglect prevention services, and (v) volunteers in child abuse and
neglect prevention services.

(2) The term of each appointed board member shall be three years, except that of the board members first appointed, two,
including the at-large member, shall serve for three years, three shall serve for two years, and two shall serve for one year.
The Governor shall designate the term which each of the members first appointed shall serve when he or she makes the
appointments. An appointed board member shall not serve more than two consecutive terms whether partial or full. A
vacancy shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.

(3) The board shall elect a chairperson from among the appointed board members who shall serve for a term of two years.
The board may elect the other officers and establish committees as it deems appropriate.

(4) The members of the board shall not receive any compensation for their services but shall be reimbursed for their
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties as provided in sections 81-1174 to 81-1177. The
reimbursement shall be paid from the fund. In any one fiscal year, no more than five percent of the annually available funds
as provided in section 43-1906 shall be used for the purpose of reimbursement of board members.

(5) Any board member may be removed by the Governor for misconduct, incompetency, or neglect of duty after first
being given the opportunity to be heard in his or her own behalf.

Source: Laws 1986, LB 333, § 3; Laws 1996, LB 1044, § 207; Laws 2007, LB296, §
133.
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43-1904. Board; powers and duties.
The board shall have the following powers and duties:
(1) To meet not less than twice annually at the call of the chairperson to conduct its official business;

(2) To require that at least five of the board members approve the awarding of grants made under subdivision (3)(b) of
this section; and

(3) To develop, one year after the appointment of the original board and annually thereafter, a state plan for the
distribution and disbursement of money in the fund. The plan developed under this subdivision shall assure that an equal
opportunity exists for the establishment and maintenance of prevention programs and the receipt of money from the fund in
all geographic areas of this state. The plan shall be transmitted to the department, the Governor, and the Legislature and made
available to the general public. In carrying out a plan developed under this subdivision, the board shall establish procedures
for:

(a) Developing and publicizing criteria for the awarding of grants for programs to be supported with money from the fund
within the limits of appropriations made for that purpose;

(b) Awarding grants to agencies, organizations, or individuals for community-based child abuse prevention programs.
The programs shall provide education, public awareness, or prevention services. In awarding grants under this subdivision,
consideration shall be given by the board to factors such as need, geographic location, diversity, coordination with or
improvement of existing services, and extensive use of volunteers;

(¢) Supporting and encouraging the formation of local child abuse councils;

(d) Consulting with applicable state agencies, commissions, and boards to help determine probable effectiveness, fiscal
soundness, and need for proposed community-based educational and service prevention programs;

(&) Facilitating information exchange among groups concerned with prevention programs; and

(f) Encouraging statewide educational and public awareness programs regarding the problems of families and children
which (i) encourage professional persons and groups to recognize and deal with problems of families and children, (ii) make
information regarding the problems of families and children and the prevention of such problems available to the general
public in order to encourage citizens to become involved in the prevention of such problems, and (iii) encourage the
development of community prevention programs.

Source: Laws 1986, LB 333, § 4; Laws 2007, LB296, § 134.
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43-1906. Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund; established; investment; use.

(1) There is hereby established the Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund. The additional docket fee as provided in
section 33-106.03, the additional charge for supplying a certified copy of the record of any birth as provided in sections 71-
612, 71-617.15, 71-627, and 71-628, and all amounts which may be received from grants, gifts, bequests, the federal
government, or other sources granted or given for the purposes specified in sections 43-1901 to 43-1906 shall be remitted to
the State Treasurer for credit to the Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund. The fund shall be administered and disbursed by
the department.

(2) Any money in the fund available for investment shall be invested by the state investment officer pursuant to the
Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds Investment Act.

(3) In any one fiscal year, no more than twenty percent of the annually appropriated funds shall be disbursed to any one
agency, organization, or individual.

(4) Funds allocated from the fund shall only be used for purposes authorized under sections 43-1901 to 43-1906 and shall
not be used to supplant any existing governmental program or service. No grants may be made to any state department or
agency.

Source: Laws 1986, LB 333, § 6; Laws 1995, LB 7, § 39; Laws 2002, LB 1310, § 4;
Laws 2002, Second Spec. Sess., LB 48, § 2.

Cross References

Nebraska Capital Expansion Act, sce section 72-1269.
Nebraska State Funds Investment Act, see section 72-1260.
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