Statewide CN Call
August 19, 2021
Chat Box:
Introduce yourself
Questions/Answers throughout the call

· Mindful Transition
· Information Sharing & Updates
· American Rescue Plan Act Recommendations – Nonprofit Association of the Midlands
· This document is still in the rough draft phase
· Contains recommendations for state and local levels
· Next steps are: small planning team meets on regular basis to edit this plan, create a survey for people to give feedback, on October 5th appropriations committee is meeting and this information will be presented, these recommendations will be shared with any on the call for use after going to appropriations committee, a one or two pager will be created and shared sooner
· Local notes which aren’t included in the document can be shared with Mary Pinker
· If you have any questions reach out to Anne Hindery or Hannah Young
· Legislative Reviews, Overview of Tax Credits, & Volunteer income Tax Assistance – Coalition for Strong NE
· Several advocacy groups have been working on figuring out how to get information out about child tax credits
· Biggest concern is families who are eligible for these tax credits and aren’t getting them due to not filing taxes in previous years
· Looking into partnerships and other systems to spread the word – community collaboratives are going to be an important part of this
· Possibly partnering with VITA, putting information in mixed languages for families
· Any thoughts you have on how to get the information out give to Laurie Ponce or Jenny Skala
· Redistricting information will be up online in the next week. A special session in September will include information as well
· Interim hearings are focusing on redistricting and ARPA, not much policy work 
· As you learn about VITA in your communities, questions included in the chat, let Mary Pinker know and she can get the information shared
· Prenatal Plans of Safe Care – DHHS Child and Family Services
· Implementation on a plan of safe care for Nebraska Children
· Nebraska has a plan of safe care but saw a gab within prenatal care
· Currently in information gathering stage. A survey is about to go out to prenatal care providers on how they can tell someone who would need this care and resources which they would give a patient
· System walkthrough designed to assess the effectiveness of systems in achieving its desired results or outcomes
· Works to understand how the system is currently operating
· Generate ideas for improvement – what a plan for prenatal care might look like
· Is not an attack but a time to problem solve together
· Would like to do a walkthrough in a couple communities
· After a walkthrough they provide a crosswalk of challenges and considerations for next steps
· A one or two pager will be sent out with the information through Mary Pinker
· No known work within this area is currently being done within the state, focus has been on afterbirth
· Giving the coordinators four weeks to think through the information and discuss if they want to do a walkthrough
· ToPs Facilitation Training Opportunity & Interest Survey – Nebraska Children
· https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ToPs_Interest_Communities_2021
· Facilitation was found to be the skill most wanted to expand
· It can be used with planning and engagement
· The survey is an interest survey to gage if people are trained or are interested, what they are trained in or would like to be, who mostly does facilitations in your community
· Share the survey with collaborators, working group leads, or others
· Please get the survey completed in the next week
· There is a potential training in November
· Mortgage Assistance Application
· The updated flyer was included within the agenda email
· This assistance is now live with three specialist processing applications
· Those who want to apply start with the online portal and then a specialist follows up to get documents and 
· This is for the balance of state areas – not including Grand Island but does include the rest of Hall County
· Application has been translated to Spanish but not yet the flyer
· Omaha has their own process and Lincoln has their own portal
· This is federal funding source so can not use this funding if you used other governmental assistance to get rid of dept
· Is assistance for families with or without children
· Working on a guidebook/pamphlet for those who don’t qualify for this they can be guided to other resources
· Any questions send to the housing assistance specialists 
· Meeting & Celebration of Changemakers – Nebraska Children
· The full event with collaboratives is having to be postponed due to the COVID risk dial getting into the red
· If you have any dates in the spring which should stay away from let Jenny Skala know
· The Changemakers luncheon is still happening with masks and social distancing



All notes, audio, and chat ox recordings are posted at https://www.nebraskachildren.org/frequently-asked-questions-for-communities.html

Next Call: September 2, 2021 10am CST
