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A society that neglects its children, its most valuable
and vulnerable resource, also neglects its future.

Ed Zigler, Ph.D. & Susan Muenchow






Dear Friends,

2008 was a challenging year for all of us. Few escaped being
affected in some way by the downturn in the economy. The
pressure placed on Nebraska’s families has been especially
hard. It is clear that the work of the Nebraska Children and
Families Foundation is more urgent than ever.

Since our establishment in 1997, our work has been built
upon the fact that far too many of Nebraska’s children are
subject to a serious opportunity gap that threatens their well
being and puts them at risk of entering the state child welfare
system. We maintain the best way to close this gap is to
work ‘upstream’ to prevent problems before they start. We
advocate for policy change and support programs that address
the risk factors that may lead to child abuse and neglect, and
failure in school. Finally, we believe the most effective way
to achieve results is to collaborate with public and private
partners to build efficient, comprehensive systems of support
for children.

Despite the challenges of the past year — and possibly because
of them — we worked hard to cultivate the resources, services,
partnerships and policy measures to make it possible for
children to thrive.

Whether you are a donor, community partner, policy maker
or support us in some other way, we value your trust and
confidence in the work we do. Thank you for joining us in
ensuring that every child in Nebraska enjoys the “Good Life.”

Vo o Pt

Mary Jo Pankoke
President



Barly Childhood Care § Learning

Learning begins at birth. Sadly for many infants at risk, the
achievement gap begins shortly thereafter. In fact, thirty-
five percent of all of Nebraska’s children under the age of
three live in low-income conditions, the most prevalent risk
factor for failure at school. Children facing this and other
risk factors are often already a full year behind peers when
they start school.

High-quality early intervention programs are proven to have
lasting impact on the lives of children at risk. That’s why
the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation invests in
early childhood policy and programming. We want to have
an impact before this early, critical window of opportunity
closes.

Through the Sixpence early learning fund, the Nebraska
Children and Families Foundation puts high quality early
learning experiences within the reach of more children at risk
throughout the state. Sixpence funds center-based and home
visitation programs to make the most of children’s critical
early years and strengthen the caregiving skills of teen and
adult parents with very young children.



Sixpence is an innovative, nationally recognized public-
private partnership between the Nebraska Department of
Health and Human Services, the Nebraska Department
of Education, and the Nebraska Children and Families
Foundation. The funds it administers are generated by the
Nebraska Early Childhood Education Endowment, created
through an amendment to the state’s constitution in 2006.

“We are extremely pleased with the leadership role the
Nebraska Children and Families Foundation played with
the first year of implementing Sixpence. You have done
an outstanding job of shepherding the development of a
national model for a grant process that assures our funds are
supporting high quality programs for the children most at

risk in Nebraska.”
Daniel Pedersen, President

Buffett Early Childhood Fund

Highlights

— Visited each of the 49 State Senators to discuss

district-specific data showing the importance of
investing in early childhood care and education.

Hosted the Birth to Three Early Childhood
Research Conference. Nearly 350 educators,
practitioners and community stakeholders
gathered with national experts to discuss
promising practices and policies.

Administered the Sixpence early learning fund,
which awarded over $1.7 million dollars to 11
communities across the state to support centers
and programs for infants and toddlers at risk.



child Abuse § Neglect Prevention

According to Frank Putnam, M.D. of the National Institute of
Mental Health, a multi-billion dollar research base annually
supports cancer treatment and prevention. Nothing remotely
similar exists for child abuse and neglect. Yet, the incidence
of child abuse and neglect is ten times as high as that for all
forms of cancer.

Every year, the national epidemic of child abuse and neglect
denies thousands of children the right and opportunity to
grow up in safe, stable and nurturing environments. The
cost to society in consequence of these damaged young lives
is immense. The cost to the children themselves is simply
beyond calculation.

As the home of the state chapter of Prevent Child Abuse
America, the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation
is committed to making the elimination of this epidemic a
reality.



In 2008, the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation took
another step forward in implementing the Statewide Child
Abuse Prevention Plan, an ambitious blueprint for reducing
the incidence of child abuse and neglect in Nebraska by
twenty percent over the next ten years.

“Prevent Child Abuse Nebraska demonstrates the value of
collaboration for children and families on a daily basis. Their
approach to blending funding streams for overall outcomes is
a model from which many of our chapters can learn.”

Barbara Shaffer

Senior Director of Chapter Services

Prevent Child Abuse America

Highlights

— Advised 17 local child abuse prevention

councils across the state on ways to increase
community involvement in abuse and neglect
prevention efforts.

Deployed an original public messaging
campaign, Rethink Your Reaction, promoting
safe and healthy responses to stress through
positive family interactions.

Organized and hosted the 7th Annual
Nebraska ~ Child  Abuse  Prevention
Conference, Children Need Everyday
Heroes. Five national speakers, including
the President/CEO of Prevent Child Abuse
America shared information and insights
with more than 250 professionals.
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National research indicates that more than 14 million K-12
youth (25%) are responsible for taking care of themselves
after school. Studies suggest that many of these children are
more prone to obesity, more susceptible to the temptations of
alcohol, drugs and sexual activity, and more likely to become
victims of crime.

Conversely, when children spend time outside of the
traditional school day in enriched learning activities, they
commonly show significant gains in academic performance
and positive social development.

Through the Nebraska Community Learning Center
Network, the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation is
uniquely positioned to help enhance the quality of children’s
educational experiences. Our work at the systems level
— both in state government and with local communities —
promotes these partnerships and helps communities to re-
think how existing resources can be utilized more eftectively
to serve the varied needs of youth at risk.



The Nebraska Children and Families Foundation also works
to enhance children’s learning experiences through the
Nebraska Parental Information and Resource Center. This
program focuses on creating partnerships between parents
and educators to maximize the effectiveness of schools and
children’s time learning in and outside the classroom.

These efforts gain even more momentum through our
Nebraska Fatherhood Initiative and programs like Watch
D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students), which involves fathers
more closely in their children’s educational development
through volunteer, in-school activities.

“[We] truly value and appreciate our partnership with the
Nebraska Children and Families Foundation.”

Leon Golden, Specialist
Student and Community Relations
Omaha Public Schools

Highlights

~— Partnered with the Governor’s Office to

convene the Extended Learning Opportunities
Summit, a meeting of national and local
policy makers, educators, community leaders
and other stakeholders to explore the role that
extended learning programs can and should
play in enhancing educational opportunities
for Nebraska’s youth.

Supported program events instructing over
2,500 fathers of children in more than 20
schools throughout Lincoln and Omaha on
how to partner with educators to increase
children’s academic achievement.

Established PIRC centers in 38 schools
throughout Omaha, Lincoln, Walthill
and Lexington to increase school-parent
partnerships on the community level.
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Foster Youth Inttiative

The typical 19-year-old coming from a supportive family can
expect emotional and financial assistance for years, but once
a foster youth turns 19 the state is no longer legally obligated
to provide support. The current outlook for foster youth
transitioning to adulthood is alarming.

Research shows that four years after leaving foster care, only
46% of youth have graduated from high school, 25% have
been homeless, 42% have become parents themselves, and
fewer than 20% are successfully self-supporting.

Through the Foster Youth Initiative, the Nebraska Children
and Families Foundation creates opportunities for youth who
are facing the challenges of moving through the foster care
system and making the step into independent living. By
supporting local, youth-led councils we address the needs
of foster youth including housing, employment, education,
healthcare and community engagement.



In 2008, the Foster Youth Initiative initiated a number of
projects including the Omaha Independent Living Plan,
an innovative blueprint for shaping public policy and
coordinating existing resources to help foster youth grow into
self sufficiency; a collaboration with the Jim Casey Youth
Opportunities Initiative to develop a co-investment program
that helps foster youth grow their financial resources; and a
partnership with Nebraska’s Independent Colleges to enable
more foster youth to pursue higher education.

“The amount of work and the process they [the Foster
Youth Council] went through to develop this youth-driven
Independent Living Plan were impressive.”

Shannon Brower

Jim Casey Youth
Opportunities Initiative

Highlights

— Coordinated 18 presentations by Foster Youth
Council members to foster parents, caseworkers,
service providers, administrators, and other
stakeholders.

=— Reunited 62 siblings separated by foster care
for four days of fun, bonding and ‘just being
kids’ during Camp Catch-Up.

— Granted approximately $18,000 to 51 foster
youth and alumni of foster care to assist with
basic needs.

13
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qrant Making

Communities where children and families can thrive means
communites where programs and services are comprehensive,
accessible and sustainable. The Nebraska Children and
Families Foundation pursues this goal by working with
communities to identify needs and gaps in available services,
helping service providers implement best practices, and
evaluating communities’ efforts to ensure positive results.

Our financial support of community programs through grant
making is enhanced by our experience in leveraging and
braiding funds, as well as seeking out new dollars. Helping
programs cultivate sustainable sources of revenue and get the
greatest impact from their funds is an essential part of our
philosophy of stewardship.

“I thought Good Beginnings (funded by the Nebraska
Children and Families Foundation) was a great help in
getting through the many hurdles I encountered in my
pathway to motherhood. Thank you, you are an angel sent

from heaven.”
Participating parent in the Good
Beginnings home vistation program



Highlights

— Awarded 23 grants totaling $643,414 which

directly impacted 2,340 families and 1,267
children.

Funded leadership and mentoring programs
where over 94% of the youth participating
rated themselves more active in supporting
their community.

Funded independent living skills activities
where a majority (82%) of participating
foster youth graduated from high school and
demonstrated independent living skills that
enable them to be successful community
members (100%).

— Funded home visitation programs where

participating parents demonstrated significant
changes in their parenting skills and improved
access to community resources.

Funded family support programs where
participating parents demonstrated significant
improvement in their confidence in parenting
and meeting the needs of their families.
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Community Grant Awards

Child Abuse Prevention

Dawes/Sioux Counties
Lancaster County
Lancaster County
Lancaster County

Omaha Tribe of Nebraska
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
Red Willow County

Family Preservation Coalition

CEDARS ECDC Parent Circle: Therapeutic Child Care

Lincoln Medical Education Partnership: Young Family's Program
YWCA of Lincoln: Take a Break

Omaha Nation Community Response Team: Huthuga Project
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Domestic Violence Community Council

Southwest Nebraska Child Advocacy Team: IMPACT

Home Visitation Programs for New Parents

Panhandle Counties
Douglas County
Nuckolls County
Phelps County

Platte, Colfax, Boone &
Nance Counties

York County

Regional West Medical Center: Children's Outreach Program
Omaha Healthy Start General Council: Fathers for a Lifetime
Human Interagency Services: Good Beginnings/Safe Start

Two Rivers Public Health Department: Building Blocks
Columbus Community Hospital: Healthy Families Nebraska

York County Community Health Coalition: FIRST STEPS

$14,063
$22,000
$36,000
$37,500
$41,250
$30,000
$22,500

$6,250
$33,000
$15,500
$26,500

$50,000

$10,000



Families At Risk of Entering the State Child Welfare System

Box Butte County Box Butte County Family Preservation Coalition
Scotts Bluff County Center for Conflict Resolution: Family Safety Project

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska ~ Winnebago Tribe: Violence Intervention and Family Preservation

Prevention of Substance Abuse in Adolescents

Douglas County Child Saving Institute & Camp Fire USA: Bridges to Success
Hall County Youth Leadership Tomorrow/Community Youth Council/Multicultural Coalition
Lincoln County Community Connections of Lincoln County, Inc.

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska Santee Sioux Nation Child Protection Team: Family Preservation Program

Learning Collaborative Awards (Granted to communities working toward sustainable collaborations)

Cherry County North Central NE Child Abuse Prevention: Prevention System for the Future
Hall County Community Youth Council: Coalition for Children
Keith County Support with Action Team: Community Collaboration

$26,000
$49,800
$15,000

$45,000
$14,062
$24,000
$15,000

$40,500
$26,489
$43,000
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Dowors

Individual

Irene M. Abernethy

Larry and Jeri Ainsworth
Hazel Anderson

Dr. Jerry and Karen Authier
Charles and Gail Bachinski
Christena Baker

Pam Baker

Fredda Bartenbach

Drs. Bob and Stacie Bleicher
Roger and Joyce Bodtke
Timothy E. Brogan
Elizabeth Brtek

J. Eric and Nikki Buchanan
George and Norma Burrows
Charles Caldwell

Lavonne Chatfield

Clifford Cheever

Chong and Ki Cho

Doug and Cheryl Christensen
Robert and Sharon Cirone
Richard and Patricia Coenen
Glenn and Diane Colacurci
Barry and Mary Colacurci
Jeff Cole and Patrice McMahon

Venetia Collins

Les and Marcia Corr

Ed Conklin and Heidi Cuca-Conklin
John Davis

Henry and Andrea Dethlefs
Arthur Dobesh

Roger and Karen Doerr

Cathy Ebers

Rick and Carolyn Edwards
Harriet and Erick Egertson

Walt and Carol Fichter

Mary Flood and Frazer Williams
Larry and Barbara Foster

Joan Frances

Lynne Friedewald and Chuck Shoemaker
Patrick Friesen

Wes and Winifred Furrer
Charles Garber

Charles Gerhart

Patty Gilbert

Helen Gilroy

Dr. John and Kay Lynn Goldner
Diane Gonzolas

Dennis and Kathy Gregory
Joyce Grothen

Joseph and Rosaria Gulizia

Donald Hale

Mike and Jean Hamik

Robert Haney

Donald Hanway

Tom and Jane Heany

Governor Dave Heineman and
First Lady Sally Ganem

Kent and Jaime Hemmerling

Darryl and Donett Herring

Frank and Liz Hilsabeck

Daniel and Debra Hitchler

Jane Hood

Chris and Judy Hove

Millie Howe

Elizabeth Hruska

Deb Iwan

Joe and Darlyn Jablonski

Dr. Barbara and Joseph Jackson

Don and Sharon Jelinek

Arnie and Sue Johansen

Jane Johnson

Meg Johnson and Ron Svehla

Vard Johnson and Ruth Purtilo

Marlin and Elsie Jones
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Dowors

Drs. Scott Josiah and Debora Barnes-Josiah
Val and Juanita Kapustka
Larry and Betty Kelberg

Jim and Cec Kelley

Thomas and Amy Kimmet

Jon and Patricia Knutson

John and Wende Kotouc
Terence and Jean Lawson
Marcella M. Lemonds

Dr. Karla and Darrell Lester
Douglas Lienemann

Ron and Tracy Lockard

Roger and Ann Lott

Dennis Taylor and Melanie Luedtke-Taylor
Stu and Kay MacTaggart

Gary and Linda Matter

James and Pamela McAndrews
Michael and Shelly McQuillan
Joan Meeker

Martin Miller

William Miners

Elmer and Eunice Mohl
Charles and Donna Moyer
Roger and Connie Muhle
Alton Mumm

Dr. Akhtar and Najiba Niazi
Roland and Marta Nieves
Sharon Novosad

Phil and Dana Odom

Mary Jo Pankoke

Loyal and Mary Alice Park
Tom and Rhonda Peed
Charlene Peterson

Leslie Pope

Diana Pross

Drs. Ron and Helen Raikes
Tillman and Carolyn Rodabough
Ron and Diane Ross

Rick and Carol Russell
Robert Sand

Virginia Sawdey

Jim and Kristi Scheer

Marc and Jill Schniederjans
Edwin and Diane Scholting
Wendi Schulz

William and Ruth Scott
Ricarda Scully and Colin Mues
Fred and Anna Seckman
Nader and Ingrid Sepahpur
Bryan and Nancy Shank

Frances Shapiro

Joanne Shephard

Marvin Sidel

R.W. and Pat Sinkey

Roger and Jan Skala

Sharon and Stephen Skinner
Rev. Don and Dr. Deila Steiner
Mike and Linda Steinman
Mark Stephens

Jerry Stevens

Virgil Stradley

Robert Stratman

Lyle and Regina Strom

James and Nancy Sunderland
Alan and Jane Svendgard

Dr. Hal and Bette Anne Thaut
Don and Anita Theophilus
Mick Thiele

Mike and Kathy Timmins
Alan Tomkins and Vicki Weisz
Dr. Tom and Jane Tonniges
Chuck Trimble

Rebecca S. Veak

Bob and Sue Wallace

David and Rose Wallman



David and Nancy Warnemunde
Donald and Karol Wassom
Gloria Way

Wally and Barbara Weitz
Jonathan and Victoria Welles
Dennis and Kathryn Wells
Craig and Amy Welty

Tim and Shelley White
Andrew Wieger

Robert and Janet Williams
Ron and Beth Wissing

John and Barbara Withers
Galen and Lorie Witt

Edward and Valerie Wittstruck
Carole Woods Harris

Dan and Arlene Zack

Dr. Milt and Kathy Zadina

Many thanks to our donors who wish to
remain anonymous.

We strive for perfection in recognizing our
donors and invite you to contact us with
changes.

Corporate and Foundation

Acklie Charitable Foundation

Assurity Life Insurance Company

Bendel Consulting, Inc.

BryanLGH Medical Center

Buffett Early Childhood Fund

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

Cornhusker Bank

Datapeak, Inc.

Design Data

Duncan Family Trust

Firespring

First National Bank

First National Bank of Valentine

Garner Industries

Grandmother’s, Inc.

Harding & Schultz P.C., LLO

Hoppe, Incorporated

Lester Electrical

Midlands Packaging Corporation

Morgan Stanley

Nebraska Association of Homes and
Services for Children

Nebraska CASA Association

O’Hara, Lindsay and Associates

Olsson Associates

Peetz & Co.

Radcliffe & Associates

Russwood Chrysler

School Social Work Association of Nebraska
Scully Estates

Sherwood Foundation

Strahm Consulting Services

TierOne Bank

Union Bank & Trust Company

United Way of Lincoln

UNMC Department of Pediatrics

U.S. Bank

Wells Fargo Bank Nebraska, N.A.

William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

In Kind

Cabela’s

Lincoln Journal Star

Outpost 12 Studios, Inc.
Sam’s Club

Upstream Brewing Company
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Roard § Staff Leadership

Board of Directors

J. Eric Buchanan, Vice-Chair — Lincoln
Roger Doerr, Treasurer — Hastings
Lynne Friedewald, Hastings?

First Lady Sally Ganem, Lincoln
Jaime Hemmerling, Lincoln?

Michael J. McQuillan, Ogallala

Marta Nieves, Bellevue

Dr. Helen H. Raikes, Lincoln

Betti Robinson, Norfolk

Carol Russell, Chair — Omaha

Ricarda Scully, Lincoln

Bryan Shank, Lincoln'

Joanne Shephard, Valentine

Kate Sullivan, Secretary — Cedar Rapids
Teri Teutsch, Omaha

Dr. Tom Tonniges, Omaha

George Watson, Chadron'

Barbara Weitz, Omaha?

Timothy D. White, Grand Island
Carole Woods Harris, Omaha'

"To 6/08
2 From 6/08

Staff

Mary Jo Pankoke

President

Mike Timmins

Chief Financial Officer

Mary Colacurci

Executive Vice President

Becky Veak

Vice President of Early Childhood

Jen Hernandez

Associate Vice President of Early Childhood Policy
Kathleen Feller

Associate Vice President of Early Childhood Programs
Kathy Stokes

Associate Vice President of Child Abuse Prevention
Jeff Cole

Associate Vice President of School-Community Partnerships
Jennifer Skala

Associate Vice President of Community Impact

Meg Johnson

Associate Vice President of Development

Kelley Peterson
Associate Vice President of Marketing Communications



Funancials

Revenue Breakdown

Private Grants $1,942,311
State Grants $1,725,784
Federal Grants $867,796
Donations $89,815
Interest Income $67,001
Total $4,692,707

Expense Distribution

$1,203,588
Program Expenses $1,402,060
Administrative Expenses ~ $795,553
Fundraising $137,114

Grant Awards

Total $3,538,315

Assets

$4.0 M

$3.5M

$3.0 M

$2.5M

$2.0 M

$1.5M

$1.0 M

$0.5M

$1.831 M

$2.740 M

$2.151 M

$1.799 M

$2.139 M

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008
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