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Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

is a nonprofit organization  

that invests in, sparks and advances 

community solutions  

to create positive change for children.
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Nebraska Children and Families Foundation believes every child deserves an equal 
opportunity to thrive and succeed. We work to bring people and resources together 
to create positive change. 

Our passion to prevent problems before they start and our collaborative work ethic has guided our 
work for more than 12 years. Working with local, state and national partners, we have promoted the 
importance of providing opportunities and services to families that help give children the best start 
in their early years and continue to support them as they progress through school and life.

In this report, you will see examples of our human and capital investments, the power of community 
by our spark and the advancements of policy and practice through our efforts.

As we look ahead, we will continue to take on the challenges that put our children at risk of not 
reaching their full potential. We are committed to leveling the playing field for all children.  

							       Mary Jo Pankoke, President
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Children and families thrive in communities where quality  
programs and services are comprehensive, successful and 
sustainable. Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 
invested over $1.2 million while partnering with local, 
regional and statewide leaders to create positive change. 
We work with communities to identify needs and gaps 
in available services, help providers implement best 
practices and evaluate efforts to ensure positive results.  
Our human and financial investments include grants, consultation, 
training, technical assistance and evaluation.

In 2009, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation:

•	 Awarded 17 grants to support: parenting education for new 
parents; home visitation, education and connections to needed 
resources for families at risk; independent living services for 
foster youth; parent information centers in schools; and service 
learning projects.

•	 Conducted 51 face-to-face technical assistance visits with 11 
Sixpence early learning fund grantee sites, as well as sponsored 
workshops, peer learning trips, and a networking day for early 
care providers, with the goal of the highest possible quality care 
for infants and toddlers.

•	 Worked with 4 communities to build sustainable collaborations. 
Facilitated workshops and networking to build capacity for 10 
organizations in South Omaha to strengthen their ability to 
reduce child abuse and failure in school in their neighborhood.

•	 Awarded mini-grants to 15 local child abuse prevention 
councils to spread the “Rethink Your Reaction” message within 
their communities and regions. This campaign created by 
Nebraska Children and Families Foundation promotes safe 
and healthy family interaction by using iconic red stress 
ball characters to encourage parents to laugh and talk with 
their children and more importantly to ask for help when  
they need it.

•	 Provided need-based funds to 195 youth,  who are in or have 
aged out of the Nebraska foster care system, to help with 
expenses associated with becoming an independent adult 
when other financial support was lacking or exhausted. Funds 
were used to help pay for housing, transportation, health care, 
daily living, education and job-related expenses.

Investing
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Adams:   YWCA of Adams County2

Box Butte:  Alliance Public Schools – Alliance Early Childhood 
Program1; Box Butte County Family Focus Coalition

Buffalo:  Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska2

Cass:  Plattsmouth Public Schools – Plattsmouth Parents 
as Teachers1

Cherry:  North Central Nebraska CAP Council2; North Central 
Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention

Custer:  Broken Bow Public Schools – Custer County Sixpence 
Program1; Custer County Early Childhood Committee2

Dawes:  Chadron Public Schools – Parent Information 
Resource Center; Crawford Public Schools – Parent Information  
Resource Center

Dawson:  Lexington Public Schools – Parent Information 
Resource Center

Dixon:   ESU #12

Douglas:  Camp Fire USA; Child Saving Institute - Bridges to 
Success; Family Housing Advisory Services; Latina Resource 
Center; The Latino Center of the Midlands; Lutheran Family 
Services; Metropolitan Child Advocacy Coalition2; Middle School 
Learning Initiative (King Science Center, Marrs Magnet, McMillan 
Magnet,  Monroe Middle School, Morton Magnet, Norris Middle 
School); Midlands Latino Community Development Corporation; 
Munroe-Meyer Institute (UNMC); Nothing But Net Foundation; 
Omaha Public Schools – Parent Information Resource Center; 
Omaha Public Schools – Teen Parent Program1; Project Harmony2; 
Weed & Seed South – City of Omaha

Gage:   Personal Safety Awareness Committee2

Garden:  Garden County Public Schools – Parent Information 
Resource Center

Garfield:  Garfield, Loop and Wheeler Children’s Council, Inc.2

Hall:  Association for Child Abuse Prevention2; Community Youth 
Council – Coalition for Children – City of Grand Island

Holt:   The O’Neill Family Preservation Team2

Keith:   Support With Action Team

Knox:   Santee Public Schools – Growing Together1

Lancaster:  Heartland Big Brothers Big Sisters2; Lincoln Medical 
Education Partnership  –  	Young Family’s Program; Lincoln Public 
Schools – Parent Information Resource Center; Lincoln Public 
Schools – Parents and Teachers Together1; Lincoln Public Schools 
– Student Child Learning Centers1; Nebraska CASA Association; 
YWCA of Lincoln – Take a Break

Lincoln:   Rape/Domestic Abuse Program2

Madison:   Norfolk Child Abuse Prevention Council2

Nuckolls:  Brodstone Memorial Hospital / Human Interagency 
Services – Good Beginning/Safe Start

Platte:  Columbus Area Child Abuse Prevention Council2

Platte, Colfax, Boone, Nance:  Columbus Community Hospital - 
Healthy Families Nebraska	  

Red Willow:  Southwest Nebraska Child Advocacy Team2

Saline:  Crete Public Schools – Crete Young Parent Program1 

Scotts Bluff:  Gering Public Schools – Parent Information 
Resource Center; Minatare Public Schools – Parent Information 
Resource Center; Scottsbluff Public Schools – Parent Information 
Resource Center
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Sparking 

A single person or organization working alone cannot create 
meaningful and lasting change in preventing the problems that 
threaten children’s well being. This is why Nebraska Children 
and Families Foundation sparks the power of community by 
bringing people together who can lend their knowledge, talents 
and resources to create comprehensive statewide networks of 
support for children and families at risk, as well as the agencies  
that serve them . 

In 2009, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation:

•	 Established 3 new youth-led Nebraska Foster Youth Councils 
in Scottsbluff, North Platte and Grand Island. Councils in 
Norfolk, Lincoln and Omaha continued to grow and developed 
new partnerships to help youth in care and those who are 
transitioning to independent living.

•	 Provided expertise and support to a statewide network of over 
600 professionals committed to quality afterschool programs. 
Worked with community groups in Hastings, Grand Island, Sidney 
and Omaha to develop sustainable high-quality programs so 
school age children have a safe, engaging place to spend out-of-  
school hours.

•	 Hosted a retreat for 15 local child abuse prevention councils to 
share national, state and local research and tools for effective 
prevention work. Purposeful collaborative time was spent on 
council operations and identifying opportunities for shared 
work in the coming year.

•	 Reached our goal of establishing 72 Parent Information 
Resource Center sites in high-need school districts across the 
state, providing resources and support to engage parents as  
partners in schools and as advocates for their children’s 
educational needs.

Sheridan:  Gordon Rushville Public Schools –  Parent Information 
Resource Center

Sherman:  Loup City Public Schools – Loup City Birth-Three 
Endowment Program1

Thurston:   Umonhon Nation Public Schools – Parent Information 
Resource Center; Umonhon Nation Public Schools – Shin’ga Zhin’ga 
Early Childhood Development Center1; Walthill Public Schools 
– Parent Information Resource Center; Walthill Public Schools 
Wazhinga Ti Zhinga1

York:   York Public Schools – Family Foundations1

1.	 Indicates technical assistance provided in partnership with the Nebraska 
Department of Education.   Fiscal service provided by the Nebraska Department 	
of Education.

2.	 Indicates collaboration of Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Partnership, 
comprised of Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, 	
Nebraska Child Abuse Prevention Fund Board, and Nebraska Children and 
Families Foundation.
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Advancing

Policy decisions affecting the lives of children and families 
throughout Nebraska are made in meeting rooms of local 
community centers and on the floor of the state legislature. 
Nebraska Children and Families Foundation is an influential 
change agent in discussions that shape policy, ensuring our 
state’s youngest and most vulnerable citizens are respected and 
responsibly represented. 

In 2009, Nebraska Children and Families Foundation:

•	 Advanced legislative policy based on an early learning – birth 
to five focused agenda. We introduced critical legislation 
to increase access to quality subsidized child care (LB609), 
developed recommendations for the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant stimulus funds and testified against 
proposed cuts to early childhood programs.

•	 Hosted Nebraska’s Drop-Out Summit in partnership with 
national partner, America’s Promise. Over 200 people, including 
members of the State Board of Education and superintendents, 
along with school-community teams attended a day-long 
workshop to plan and coordinate better strategies to meet the 
needs of youth who are at risk of dropping out of high school.

•	 Conducted 31 presentations for youth workers, judges, 
partners, foster parents and other adults to promote how 
changes in ‘systems’ can improve the lives of youth in foster 
care. Policy and practice changes included: creating youth-
informed independent living programming, lowering  
the number of educational transitions, and prioritizing time 
with siblings.

•	 Provided Outcome Accountability seminars designed to 
build capacity and provide proven principles and practices 
on documenting and evaluating improvements in child well 
being. Seminars were facilitated by the FRIENDS National 
Resource Center for Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention 
and attended by over 60 service providers and state partners.
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Donors

Thank you to all of our donors including  
those who wish to remain anonymous.

Individual
Irene Abernethy
Julie Adams
Dr. Amy and Robert Anderson
Larry and Doris Andrews
Pam Baker
Fredda Bartenbach
Steve and Denise Bender
Joan Benke
Jonathan and Jami Beukelman
Richard Bleyhl
Roger and Joyce Bodtke
Leonard and Ruby Boguslaw
Carl and Karen Brasee
Kermit and Kathy Brashear
Dr. Roger and Judy Breed
Dennis and Jan Brewster
Don and Helen Brittin
J. Eric and Nikki Buchanan
Marvin and Luella Buss
Bill and Vickie Butler

Gene and Ruth Campbell
Senator Kathy and Dick Campbell
Thomas and Jalaene Choquette
Dr. Doug and Cheryl Christensen
Barry and Mary Colacurci
Les and Marcia Corr
Robert and Helen Cox
Marvin and Dorothy Crewdson
James and Lynda Crouch
Doug and Karen Dalke
Tim and Linda Daugherty
Michiel and Marilyn Davis
John and Ruby Davis
John Dinkel
Tom Dinsdale and Kim West Dinsdale
Arthur Dobesh
Roger and Karen Doerr
Judge Tom and Pat Dorwart
Drs. Erick and Harriet Egertson
Eleanor Esch
Linda Esterling and Steve Wake
Gil and Polly Feis
Nate and Lissa Fellers
Joe and Bev Ferguson

Jerome and Judith Fernau
Walter and Carol Fichter
Greg and Denise Fisher
Mary Fran Flood and Frazer Williams
Jim and Paige Flynn
Lynne Friedewald and Chuck Shoemaker
Tim and Sarah Gergen
Helen Gilroy
John and Julia Gloe
Dr. John and Kay Lynn Goldner
Levi and Ophelia Goner
Dr. Susan and Barry Gourley
Mark and Linda Graff
Jeff and Judy Greenwald
Joyce Grothen
Deb Hahn
Dr. Mark Hald
Donald Hale
Otto and Marilyn Haman
Senator John and Pat Harms
Ron and Christine Harris
Florence Harvey
L. Dale and Anna Haverty
Charles and Mary Heider

Governor Dave Heineman and  
First Lady Sally Ganem

Kent and Jaime Hemmerling
Ted and Joyce Hennig
Frank and Liz Hilsabeck
Dr. Jon Hinrichs and Donna Woods
Jerry and Cookie Hoberman
David and Melody Hobson
Francis and Donna Hoing
Jane Hood
Donald and Marilyn Hooper
Chris and Judy Hove
Dr. Anne Hubbard
Delos Ingersoll
Joe and Darlyn Jablonski
Joseph and Barb Jackson
J.P. and Nelle Jamison
Meg Johnson and Ron Svehla
Brad Jones
August and Orpha Kalkowski
Jim and Cec Kelley
Lloyd and Marilyn Kitrell
David and Marjorie Kostelnik
Reynold and Patricia Kubie

Michele Laritson
Max and Lillie Larsen
Joseph and Judy Latoza
Hugh and Shannon Lau
Caren Lillie
Roger and Ann Lott
Mike and Caprice Lueth
Stu and Kay MacTaggart
Dr. Martin and Ruth Massengale
Marvin Maurer
Michael and Shelly McQuillan
Gay McTate
Joanne Medlock
Michael and Kelly Medwick
Fred and Kay Meyer
Linda Meyers
Dave and Marilyn Moore
Dr. Akhtar and Najiba Niazi
Gregg and Lisa Nicklas
Roland and Marta Nieves
Sharon Novosad
Lance and Sheila Odom
Ray and Mary Olberding
Alfred and Anne Pagel

William and Marcia Pancoe
Mary Jo Pankoke
Loyal and Mary Alice Park
Roger and Barbara Parkey
Ed and Alana Pearson
Drs. Magda Peck and Jim Anderson
Jon and Karen Peppmuller
Lee and Kelley Peterson
Leslie Pope and Nora Porter-Pope
Charles and Nancy Porter
Lester and Annette Poss
Diana Pross
Dr. Helen Raikes
Dean and Jessie Rasmussen
Jamie and Catherine Renshaw
Dick and Betti Robinson
J. Thomas and Kathy Rowen
Jeff and Joan Royer
Rick and Carol Russell
Robert Sand
Virginia Sawdey
Herbert and Barbara Schliesser
Terry and Diane Schumacher
William and Ruth Scott
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Bill and Karin Scully
Ricarda Scully and Colin Mues
William Scully
James and Rhonda Seacrest
James and Cynthia Seckman
Dr. Jerry and Helen Sellentin
Nader and Ingrid Sepahpur
Bryan and Nancy Shank
Steve and Jennifer Skala
Stephen and Sharon Skinner
Rev. Don and Dr. Deila Steiner
Mike and Linda Steinman
Mark Stephens
Mike Sterling
Dr. Maryanne Stevens
Kenneth and Ann Stinson
Dr. Mark and Colleen Stortvedt
Virgil Stradley
Judge Lyle and Regina Strom
Senator Kate and Mike Sullivan
Nancy and James Sunderland
Dennis and Julianna Svec
Lester and Barbara Swanson
Stan & Teri Teutsch

Dr. Hal and Bette Anne Thaut
Merle and Jeanelle Thelen
Mick Thiele
Brian and Annette Thomas
Mike and Kathy Timmins
Alan Tomkins and Vicky Weisz
Janice Tompkins
Dr. Tom and Jane Tonniges
Deborah Trivitt
Ron and Kim Tucker
Rebecca Valdez
Phyliss Wade
Katie Weitz White and Watie White 
Wally and Barbara Weitz
Dennis and Kathi Wells
Craig and Amy Welty
Warren and Nancy Whitted
Andrew Wieger
Dr. John and Lynn Wilcox
John and Kathleen Williams
Ron and Beth Wissing
John and Barbara Withers
Edward and Valerie Wittstruck
Bill and Lou Woods

Kirby and Sara Woods
Hank and Cindy Woods
Rosie Woodward
Deborah Wyatt
Tom and Patti Yaussi
Lynn and Becky Zabel
Dr. Milt and Kathy Zadina
Ray and Dorothy Rae Jean Zauha
Catherine Zech
Ralph and Colleen Zender
Steve and Nancy Zwink

Corporate and Foundation
Adah and Leon Millard Foundation
America’s Promise Alliance
BKD, LLP
Borsheim’s
BryanLGH Health System
Buffett Early Childhood Fund
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Cheever Construction
Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson and Oldfather
Concept Marketing, Inc.
Duncan Family Trust

Family Service Association of Lincoln
First National Bank
Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools
Hawks Foundation
Holland Foundation
Horizon Food Service of Nebraska, LLC
Hyland Software
INSPRO, Inc.
Learfield Communications
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska
Nebraska Arts Council
Nebraska State Education Association
Olsson Associates
Omni Behavorial Health
Peetz & Co.
Sandhills Publishing
Sherwood Foundation
Sowers Club of Nebraska Foundation
State Farm Insurance Company
Tabitha Health Care Services
TierOne Bank
Union Bank and Trust Company
United Presbyterian Women’s Fellowship
UNL Center on Children, Families, and the Law

U.S. Bank
Visiting Nurse Association of Omaha
Weitz Family Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank Nebraska, N.A.
William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

Honorariums
In honor of Doug Christensen
	 Peggy Siegel
In honor of Polly Feis
	 Dr. Doug and Cheryl Christensen
In honor of Carol Russell
	 Mary Heng-Braun and Bob Braun
In honor of Mia Simon
	 Gerardo and Marcela De Las Heras 

Fred and Eve Simon
	 Sarah Yale

Memorials
In memory of Caroline Bargman
	 Walter and Carol Fichter
In memory of Vivian Preuss
	 Ronald and Diane Divis
	 Mary Jo Raikes

In memory of Jane Scully
	 Allen Freye

In Kind
Cabela’s
Hillis and Company
UNO College of Information Science & 

Technology, Department of Information 
Systems and Quantitative Analysis,  
Masters Capstone Class

Supporters
Fine Tone Recording – Tony Hillhouse
Holiday Inn Convention Center  

– Mandy Vanderloo
Metro Community College
Nebraska Safety Council
Outpost12 Studios, Inc. – Michael Domgard
State Farm Insurance Company
Wells Fargo Bank Nebraska, N.A.

We strive for perfection in recognizing our donors and  
invite you to contact us with changes.
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Board and Staff Leadership

Board of Directors
J. Eric Buchanan, Chair, Lincoln

Teri Teutsch, Vice-Chair, Omaha

Lynne Friedewald, Secretary, Hastings

Jaime Hemmerling, Treasurer, Lincoln

Dr. Doug Christensen, Lincoln1

Linda Daugherty, Omaha1

Kim West Dinsdale, Grand Island1

Roger Doerr, Hastings

First Lady Sally Ganem, Lincoln

Michael J. McQuillan, Ogallala

Joanne Medlock, Valentine

Marta Nieves, Bellevue

Dr. Helen H. Raikes, Lincoln

Betti Robinson, Norfolk

Carol Russell, Omaha

Ricarda Scully, Lincoln

Sen. Kate Sullivan, Cedar Rapids

Dr. Tom Tonniges, Omaha

Barbara Weitz, Omaha

Tim White, Grand Island 

1 From 6/09

Staff
Mary Jo Pankoke, President

Mike Timmins, Chief Financial Officer

Mary Colacurci, Executive Vice President

Senior Vice Presidents

	 Cindy Ryman Yost, Programs

	 Becky Veak, Policy

Associate Vice Presidents

	 Jeff Cole, School-Community Partnerships

	 Kathleen Feller, Early Childhood Programs

	 Jen Hernandez, Early Childhood Policy

	 Meg Johnson, Development

	 Kelley Peterson, Marketing

	 Jennifer Skala, Community Impact

	 Kathy Stokes, Child Abuse Prevention

Assistant Vice President	

	 LaRon Henderson, Parent Engagement

Financials (unaudited)

Revenue
Private $ 2,390,495

State $ 1,131,507

Federal $ 1,331,942

Donations $ 202,433

Interest Income $ 19,623

$ 5,076,000

Expenses
Grants $ 1,229,401

Program $ 2,129,041

Administrative $ 555,973

Fundraising $ 250,515

$ 4,164,930

Surplus represents an increase in temporarily restricted 
funding for future program expenses

$3.5 M

$3.0 M

$2.5 M

$2.0 M

$1.5 M

$1.0 M

$0.5 M

0
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215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 200     Lincoln, Nebraska  68508 
402.476.9401     NebraskaChildren.org
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